
How to Study the Bible
Wednesday Night Adult Bible Class, Annapolis church of Christ, June-Aug, 2006

Class #1: Introduction 6/31/2006 Teacher: John D. Lewis

Reference Text: Rick Warren’s Bible Study Methods: 12 Ways You Can 
Unlock God’s Word (Zondervan, 2006); ISBN: 0-310-27300-5

1) Overview of the class

a) Introduction to 12 different ways to study the Bible

i) These methods are not the only ways to study the Bible, but are meant as 
an encouragement to help motivate you to dive deep into His Word

ii) This study is the beginning, not the end! Don’t stop with this book – keep 
challenging yourself to find new and applicable ways of opening your 
heart and mind to the truths in the Bible

b) Participation is encouraged

c) Homework will be assigned, starting this week! Please read the chapter 
assigned and come to class prepared to discuss the material. Tonight, I will 
walk through more of the text than I will in subsequent nights (for two 
reasons: 1) you didn’t have the books; and 2) because the introduction is a 
very important piece to set the tone for the rest of the course). Next week, 
it’ll be more interactive

2) Introduction to the text
a) Walk through the Preface, Introduction, and Preview
b) Preface

i) Why study how to study the Bible? [p. 11]

ii) Why don’t more people study the Bible? [pp. 11f]

iii) Review: structure of each chapter [p. 13]
c) Introduction

i) Principles [pp. 15-19]

ii) Preparation [pp. 19-21]

iii) Reference tools [pp. 21-29]

d) Preview of the 12 methods[pp. 30-31]

3) Class review & assignment for next week

a) Assignment: Read Chapter 1: “The Devotional Method of Bible Study”

i) Some questions to consider while reading the text:
(1) What is the primary goal/desired outcome of study?
(2) What are the four steps?

b) Recommendation: Read Appendix A: “How to Have a Meaningful Quiet Time” 
at the back of the book  (pp. 231-254)
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